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Background 
This document contains extracts from the following HELCOM meetings of relevance for the HELCOM Group 
on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (Agri group): 

- HOD 52-2017 (20-21 June 2017, Brussels, Belgium)  
- HOD 52A-2017 (26 September 2017, online) 
- PRESSURE 7-2017 (24-26 October, Vilnius, Lithuania) 

 
Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information. 
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Information on the outcomes of recent HELCOM meetings 
 

HOD 52-2017 (20-21 June 2017, Brussels, Belgium) 

Adoption of the Agenda 

1.1 The Meeting highlighted that it is important in the process of the Ministerial preparations, 
including for an update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan, that the previous HELCOM commitments and the 
nutrient reduction targets are not re-opened.  

Next HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 

2.3 The Meeting discussed the draft outline material for the 2018 Ministerial Meeting (document 2-
7) and agreed in general on the proposed approach and that the document is a good basis for further work 
on the Ministerial Meeting outcome. The Meeting agreed that: 

- in a process of renewal of the BSAP to be taken up by the Ministerial Meeting the term “update” 
better suits the foreseen process, the previously agreed commitments should not be opened, and an 
analysis of the results of the first version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report will be an important 
next step to understand the underlying reasons for not reaching a good environmental status yet; 

- it would be important that the Ministerial Meeting highlights the need to update and finalize the 
HOLAS II report by June 2018; 

- Ocean-related SDGs provide the overall background framework for the Ministerial preparations and 
the BSAP update. 

2.5 The Meeting took note of the comment by WWF that it is very important not to lose track of 
the implementation of the agreed MAI/CART targets, a particularly innovative dimension of HELCOM work. 
The Ministerial outcome could also utilise the cumulative impacts approach used in HOLAS work. Further, it 
is important to ensure and steer towards a sustainable blue economy. WWF will produce a Scorecard 
report for the 2018 Ministerial Meeting and welcome the Contracting Parties to provide and support 
structure to the analysis. 

2.7 The Meeting took note of the proposal by Finland for developing a regional strategy on nutrient 
recycling (document 2-4), supported the initiative and agreed in principle to include it as a topic to the 2018 
Ministerial preparations and outcome. At the same time, the Meeting agreed that the work should be based 
on a step-by-step approach starting with elaboration of definitions, general vision and strategic targets for 
nutrient recycling, taking into account also contributions of different pollution sources, which will form a 
basis for discussion at the Ministerial Meeting. The further steps might be embarked after the meeting based 
on the Ministerial decisions (two-year horizon). 

2.8 The Meeting welcomed the offer by Finland to lead drafting on this topic and mandated both 
Agri group and Pressure group to support the preparatory work. 

2.11 The Meeting agreed to divide the work on the Ministerial outline thematically to four drafting 
groups according to the segments of document 2-7 (1. Reflecting on current state, pressures and impacts on 
the Baltic Sea, 2. Baltic Sea Action Plan beyond 2021 and towards 2030, 3. Enhancing economic and social 
analysis and innovation to implement ecosystem approach, 4. Implementing SDGs and regional ocean 
governance, with designated leads for each). All Contracting Parties will be informed of the progress in the 
drafting groups. 

2.12 The Meeting welcomed the offer by Finland to lead drafting for segment 1, by the EU to lead 
work under segment 2, and by Sweden to lead drafting for segment 4. The Meeting agreed that the 
Secretariat will lead segment 3. The Meeting took note of the following information on the sharing of the 
work: 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/2-7%20Draft%20outline%20for%202018%20Ministerial%20Meeting.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/2-7%20Draft%20outline%20for%202018%20Ministerial%20Meeting.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/2-4%20HELCOM%20nutrient%20recycling%20strategy.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/2-7%20Draft%20outline%20for%202018%20Ministerial%20Meeting.pdf
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− Finland will actively contribute to segment 2 (BSAP), in addition to leading the drafting on the 
nutrient recycling strategy. 

− Germany considers contributing to segment 4 (on regional governance); also interested in segment 
2. 

− Denmark is especially interested in segment 2; will inform on contact persons after the Meeting. 

− Latvia is interested especially in segments 3 and 4; will inform on contact persons after the Meeting. 

− Lithuania will inform on contact persons after the Meeting.  

− Poland is willing to especially contribute to segment 4, in particular on the use of fisheries data within 
HELCOM as well as BALFISH cooperation. 

2.13 The Meeting invited Contracting Parties to submit further feedback on the draft Ministerial 
Meeting outcome included in document 2-7, as well as expressions of interest to contribute to individual 
topics within the four themes, by 21 August 2017 (monika.stankiewicz@helcom.fi), to be compiled by the 
Secretariat. The Meeting took note that the work will continue in online planning meetings, the first of which 
will be organised on 26 September 2017 and another on 13, 16 or 17 November 2017. 

2.16 The Meeting agreed on the amended project proposal [to support preparations for the 2018 
Ministerial Meeting] (as contained in document 2-17-Rev.1 and Annex 2) in principle, pending clarification 
of study reservations by Poland and Denmark by 26 June 2017, and invited Contracting Parties and groups 
to contribute to the process. 

Current state, pressures and impacts on the Baltic Sea 

2.29 The Meeting considered the first version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report (document 2-6) 
and the comments provided in documents 2-13 and 2-18, and for chapter 4.7 in documents 2-12, 2-16 and 
2-20, as well as in document 2-19. 

2.32 The Meeting agreed on the revised chapter 4.7 prepared by the drafting group as presented in 
document 2-22-Rev.1 (Annex 3).  

2.33 The Meeting agreed on changes to the content on the State of the Baltic Sea report as contained 
in document 2-21-Rev.2 (Annex 4) and mandated the Secretariat to implement the editorial proposals listed 
in the document. 

2.37 The Meeting considered and commented on a proposal for an introductory note on the 
upcoming update of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report by 2018 as contained in document 2-23-WP.1 and 
agreed on the amended note as contained in Annex 5. The introductory note will refer to a new final chapter 
to the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report titled “Further planned work” that lists planned improvements as listed 
in document 2-8 and document 2-9-Rev.1. 

2.39 The Meeting approved the First version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea report, June 2017’ and 
agreed on its publication on the HELCOM website, with the understanding that a final consolidated report 
will be prepared by June 2018. 

2.40 The Meeting considered and agreed on arranging a regional consultation of the ‘State of the 
Baltic Sea’ report as outlined in document 2-3. 

2.41 The Meeting agreed to revise the proposed questions in document 2-3 to the following: 

- question starting "The overall evaluation.." to "The overall assessment provides good direction for 
the protection and sustainable use of the Baltic marine environment".  

- question starting with "Existing and emerging…" to "Existing and emerging pressures on the marine 
environment and associated problems are sufficiently covered". 

- delete question starting with "The evidence in…" 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/2-7%20Draft%20outline%20for%202018%20Ministerial%20Meeting.pdf
mailto:monika.stankiewicz@helcom.fi
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/2-17-Rev1%20Project%20proposal%20to%20support%20preparations%20for%20the%20Ministerial%20Meeting.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/2-6%20Adoption%20of%20the%20first%20version%20of%20the%20State%20of%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20report.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/2-13%20Danish%20comments%20to%20the%20first%20version%20of%20the%20State%20of%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20report.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/2-18%20German%20comments%20to%20document%202-6.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/2-12%20Danish%20proposal%20for%20chapter%204.7%20Seabed%20loss%20and%20disturbance%20in%20the%20State%20of%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20report.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/2-16%20Comments%20to%20the%20Danish%20proposal%20for%20chapter%204.7%20in%20HOLAS%20II.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/2-20%20German%20comments%20to%20Chapter%204.7%20of%20the%20State%20of%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20report.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/2-19%20German%20comments%20to%20documents%202-8%2C%202-9%20and%202-14.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/2-22-Rev1%20Revised%20Chapter%204.7%20for%20the%20State%20of%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20report.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/2-21-Rev2%20Comments%20to%20the%20State%20of%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20Report.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/2-23-WP1%20HELCOM%20Note%20to%20First%20version%20of%20the%20State%20of%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20report%20June%202017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/2-8%20Planned%20data%20updates%20for%20the%20State%20of%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20report%20in%202018.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/2-9-Rev1%20Issues%20to%20be%20addressed%20in%20the%202018%20update%20of%20the%20State%20of%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20report_rev1.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/2-3%20Proposal%20for%20a%20regional%20consultation%20on%20the%20State%20of%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20report.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/2-3%20Proposal%20for%20a%20regional%20consultation%20on%20the%20State%20of%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20report.pdf
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2.42 The Meeting took note that comments from the regional consultation will be handled by the 
HOLAS II core team and relevant HELCOM Working Groups from the beginning of March 2018, and that the 
summary of comments from the consultation can be prepared for the Ministerial Meeting 2018, if desired. 

Matters arising from the HELCOM Groups 

3.1 The Meeting took note of the further developed Draft report on potential sources of nutrient 
inputs: Baltic Sea ports handling fertilizers submitted by CCB (document 3-3). 

3.3 The Meeting agreed that the information on the permitting system and practices to handle 
fertilizers in ports should be addressed by the HELCOM Maritime group including collection of the required 
data. The Meeting agreed to include the issue into the future work of the Maritime group in its work plan. 

3.4 The Meeting also invited the Pressure group to evaluate the magnitude of the input of nutrients 
from handling fertilizers cargo using the data compiled by the Maritime group. 

3.5 The Meeting took note of the view by Russia that the document submitted by CCB is based on 
expert assessment but not official data provided by the countries and suggested to consider an opportunity 
to launch a HELCOM project to assess leakage of nutrients from handling fertilizers in ports and its 
contribution to the total input of nutrients to the Baltic Sea. 

--- 

3.24 The Meeting considered the proposal by Sweden and Finland on organizing the HELCOM-
EUSBSR workshop on internal nutrient reserves in Gothenburg, Sweden, on 28-30 November 2017 
(document 3-4) and agreed on the proposal. The Meeting pointed out that the workshop will be focused on 
scientific aspects of the phenomena of the internal load of nutrients as well as legal aspects of the potential 
measures to manage internal loads. 

3.25 The Meeting took note that Germany welcomed the addition of political and legal aspects as 
issues for the planned workshop and pointed out to specifically look into the environmental risks when 
discussing new methods. However, Germany also proposed broadening the agenda by adding point source-
related measures and possibilities of common objectives and enhanced cooperation possibilities between 
HELCOM and EUSBSR PA Nutri. 

3.26 The Meeting also took note of the information by Finland that a procurement notice of the 
Assessment of the contribution of the Baltic Sea's internal nutrient stores on eutrophication has been 
published (http://ted.europa.eu/udl?uri=TED:NOTICE:227809-2017:TEXT:EN:HTML&src=0&tabId=0). 

3.29 The Meeting took note of the state of the PLC-6 project implementation and the timeframe for 
elaboration of its major products (document 3-9). The Meeting acknowledged that reporting of national data 
on apportionment of nutrient’s sources is the major potential obstacle to produce relevant PLC-6 products 
in time and urged countries to complete the reporting. 

3.30 The Meeting considered the updated version of the draft HELCOM core indicator on nutrient 
inputs. The Meeting thanked the PLC-6 team for the work done and endorsed the publication of the 
document (document 3-7-Rev.1). 

Any other business 

5.1 The Meeting took note of the information on the change in the approach to implementing the 
Nitrates Directive in Poland (document 5-1). The Meeting welcomed the positive development in the national 
environmental legislation in Poland and consequent adoption of programs of measures. 

Next meeting(s) 

6.1 The Meeting decided that the next HELCOM HOD meeting (HOD 53-2017) will be held on 12-13 
December 2017 in Helsinki taking into account preparations for the Ministerial Meeting. 

6.2 The Meeting agreed on extra (online) HOD meetings to focus on the Ministerial preparations to 
be held on 26 September 2017 and on 13, 16 or 17 November 2017. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/3-3%20Draft%20Report%20on%20potential%20sources%20of%20nutrient%20inputs%20-%20Baltic%20Sea%20ports%20handling%20fertilizers.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/3-4%20HELCOM-EUSBSR%20workshop%20on%20internal%20nutrient%20reserves.pdf
http://ted.europa.eu/udl?uri=TED:NOTICE:227809-2017:TEXT:EN:HTML&src=0&tabId=0
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/3-9%20Progress%20in%20elaboration%20of%20PLC-6%20products.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/3-7-Rev1%20Revised%20draft%20HELCOM%20core%20indicator%20on%20nutrient%20inputs.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/5-1%20The%20change%20in%20the%20approach%20to%20implementing%20the%20Nitrates%20Directive%20in%20Poland.pdf
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HOD 52A-2017 (26 September, online) 

Draft Ministerial Meeting outcome (cf. HOD 52-2017 document 2-7) 

2.3 The Meeting discussed the general form of the Ministerial outcome and agreed to aim for a 
concise outcome.  

2.6 The Meeting agreed that the HELCOM Executive Secretary will contact the new Executive 
Secretary of OSPAR regarding OSPAR participation and contribution in the run up to the HELCOM 
Ministerial Meeting. 

2.7 The Meeting agreed on the possibility of joint paragraphs to be developed jointly by OSPAR 
and HELCOM for the Ministerial outcome and invited HELCOM Heads of Delegations to provide input on 
possible topics of interest for future collaboration by 1 October 2017. The Meeting also suggested that 
initial drafting on the possible joint paragraphs could be prepared by HELCOM as a proposal for OSPAR. 

2.9 The Meeting took note that the selection of topics for the Ministerial debate requires some 
careful consideration and should be discussed at the HOD online meeting on 13 November 2017.  

2.9 The Meeting pointed to the need to link the four themes when preparing the Ministerial 
outcome.  

Theme 1 – Reflecting the current state, pressures and impacts on the Baltic Sea, led by Finland 

2.12 The Meeting thanked Finland for the work on the draft [document 2-1], discussed the 
suggestion by Finland and took note of the comments by Poland, Germany and Denmark to the draft text. 
The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to provide further comments to the draft to the lead country 
Finland by emailing maria.laamanen@ym.fi  within two weeks’ time, i.e. by 10 October 2017 in order to 
present the further developed draft at the online HOD meeting 13 November 2017.  

Theme 2 – Renewing the Baltic Sea Action Plan beyond 2021 and towards 2030, led by EU 

2.13 The Meeting took note of the proposal for the focus and structure of the report on 
implementation of HELCOM agreements in comparison with the results of the HOLAS II report as information 
document for the Ministerial Meeting and HELCOM’s future work (document 2-2). 

2.15 The Meeting agreed on the structure of the report and the proposed timetable and 
mandated the Secretariat to engage the specific HELCOM working groups and expert groups as listed in 
Annex 3 of the document. 

2.17 The Meeting invited Contracting Parties that have not yet done so to finalize the 
questionnaire on national actions by 17 November 2017. The Secretariat will approach the individual 
countries with specific requests. 

2.19 The Meeting took note of the suggestions regarding the update of BSAP (documents 2-1, 2-4 
and 2-6) and of the information by EU that they will prepare a proposal on how to address the BSAP update 
for consideration by the Contracting Parties and with the aim to have draft text discussed in the HOD online 
meeting on 13 November.  

2.20 The Meeting took note of the information by Finland on nutrient recycling prepared to support 
drafting of a Ministerial decision on the development a HELCOM nutrient recycling strategy (document 2-5). 

2.21 The Meeting supported the document submitted by Finland in principle and thanked Finland for 
the work done highlighting the step by step approach in elaborating the strategy as agreed by HOD 52-2017.  

2.22 The Meeting took note of the input of Germany that the issues related to sewage sludge 
management raised in the respective HELCOM Recommendation have already had a good start with HELCOM 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052A-2017-483/MeetingDocuments/2-1%20Draft%20Ministerial%20Meeting%20outline.pdf
mailto:maria.laamanen@ym.fi
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052A-2017-483/MeetingDocuments/2-2%20Background%20report%20on%20implementation%20of%20BSAP.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052A-2017-483/MeetingDocuments/2-1%20Draft%20Ministerial%20Meeting%20outline.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052A-2017-483/MeetingDocuments/2-4%20Comments%20by%20Denmark%20and%20Poland%20to%20the%20draft%20outline%20for%202018%20HELCOM%20Ministerial.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052A-2017-483/MeetingDocuments/2-6%20Comments%20by%20Germany%20to%20the%20draft%20outline%20for%202018%20HELCOM%20Ministerial%20Meeting.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052A-2017-483/MeetingDocuments/2-5%20HELCOM%20nutrient%20recycling%20strategy.pdf
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work and that Germany has a new respective legislation that could also contribute into the draft document 
for nutrient recycling. The Meeting also agreed that further research collaboration on the theme is needed. 

2.23 The Meeting welcomed the initiative to already have a draft outcome document text and 
updated background document concerning how to address the regional nutrient recycling strategy in the 
Ministerial meeting ready by the next HOD meeting on 13 November noting that input by Pressure and Agri 
groups will also be taken into account in further developing the proposal. 

2.4 The Meeting took note that Sweden will provide comments on the document on nutrient 
recycling by 10 October to the lead country (Finland). Other Contracting Parties are also invited to provide 
possible comments.  

2.25 The Meeting noted that the EU will provide text on litter and noise, but also welcomed the 
updates of the expert networks. 

2.26 The Meeting agreed to engage HELCOM marine litter network and underwater noise network 
in their upcoming meetings to prepare background material and proposals for possible next steps regarding 
marine liter and underwater noise. 

Theme 3 – Enhancing economic and social analysis and innovation to implement ecosystem approach, led by 
Secretariat 

2.27 The Meeting took note of the comments regarding theme 3 (documents 2-4 and 2-6). 

2.28 The Meeting agreed to utilize the outcomes of the workshop on social and economic analysis (1 
November, Riga), HELCOM-EUSBSR workshop on internal nutrient reserves (28-29 November), and HELCOM-
VASAB MSP WG meeting (7-8 November) for providing input to drafting the text proposals. 

2.29 Contracting Parties are invited to provide further input to theme 3 by 15 October 2017. 

Theme 4 – Implementing SDGs and regional ocean governance, led by Sweden 

2.32 The Meeting took note of the comments regarding theme 4 (documents 2-4 and 2-6). 

2.33 The Meeting noted the lead country Sweden’s initial thoughts about the theme, to focus on 
Sustainable Development Goals as a framework for reaching the goals of the BSPA, as well as utilizing 
HELCOM, and the BSAP, as a regional platform for reaching the marine SDG. Sweden also intends to put focus 
on the importance of education and ocean literacy.  

2.36 The Meeting welcomed Sweden’s suggestion of inviting the members of the drafting group to a 
drafting meeting, which will either take place in Stockholm or online, to further develop the draft for Theme 
4 to be presented at the HOD online meeting. 

General 

2.37 The Meeting noted that the lead countries for each theme and each country has committed to 
prepare drafts for the next meeting and invited Contracting Parties to engage with the drafting group 
members at their earliest convenience. 

2.38 The Meeting highlighted the possibility to use already developed material and the upcoming 
meetings of the expert networks as indicated above and gave the Secretariat the mandate to contact 
workshops and meetings to this end, with the aim that outcomes of these meetings can feed into the 
Ministerial preparations under the respective leads. 

--- 

Next meeting(s) 

4.1 The Meeting confirmed that the next online HOD meeting will be held on 13 November 2017 
and that the following HELCOM HOD meeting (HOD 53-2017) will be held on 12–13 December 2017 in 
Helsinki. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052A-2017-483/MeetingDocuments/2-4%20Comments%20by%20Denmark%20and%20Poland%20to%20the%20draft%20outline%20for%202018%20HELCOM%20Ministerial.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052A-2017-483/MeetingDocuments/2-6%20Comments%20by%20Germany%20to%20the%20draft%20outline%20for%202018%20HELCOM%20Ministerial%20Meeting.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052A-2017-483/MeetingDocuments/2-4%20Comments%20by%20Denmark%20and%20Poland%20to%20the%20draft%20outline%20for%202018%20HELCOM%20Ministerial.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052A-2017-483/MeetingDocuments/2-6%20Comments%20by%20Germany%20to%20the%20draft%20outline%20for%202018%20HELCOM%20Ministerial%20Meeting.pdf
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4.2 The Meeting agreed that HOD 54-2018 will tentatively be held on 14–15 June 2018. 

Any other business 

5.1 The Meeting considered the proposal on a Ministerial Meeting side event by WWF and CCB 
(document 5-1). The Meeting welcomed the idea of a side event in principle, and commented that certain 
practical issues need to be clarified first. 

 

PRESSURE 7-2017, 24-26 October, Vilnius, Lithuania 
 

Agenda Item 2  Assessment of input of nutrients and selected hazardous substances  
 (PLC-6 project outcomes) 

2.1 The Meeting took note of the Notes of the Workshop on CART Assessment (CART WS 1-
2017), held on 23 October 2017 in Vilnius, Lithuania. 

2.2 The Meeting took note of the presentation by the PLC-6 Project Manager, Mr. Lars M. 
Svendsen, on the possible methods to be used to identify the progress: 5 years, 3 years and trend-based 
estimate (Presentation 1).  

2.3 The Meeting thanked the PLC-6 Project group and the Project Manager personally for the 
great work done in evaluating the effectiveness of the methods for producing a scientifically sound 
assessment of the evaluation of HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme. 

2.4 The Meeting pointed out that the scientific results of the PLC-6 project require further policy 
communication.  

2.5 The Meeting in principle agreed that the trend-based method is to be used for the evaluation 
of the progress towards national reduction targets and input ceilings to Baltic Sea sub-basins.  

2.6 The Meeting further agreed that the trend analysis should include identification of change 
points (break points) and that the break points are to be evidenced and approved by national 
representatives in the PLC Project group. 

2.7 The Meeting agreed to have a tacit approval procedure for approving the use of trend 
analyses method by 10 November 2017. The Meeting welcomed the offer of the Project Manager to make 
an overview of the break points, to be found in Annex 2 to the outcome. The Meeting also agreed that the 
Contracting Parties would explicitly approve the break points identified in the trends and inform the PLC-6 
Project Manager Lars Svendsen (lms@dce.au.dk) with copy to the Secretariat (dmitry.frank-
kamenetsky@helcom.fi) by 10 November 2017. 

2.8 The Meeting considered document 5-2 on the preliminary results, obtained by the PLC-6 
project, applying the methodology to account extra reductions in the assessment of progress towards 
national reduction targets. 

2.9 The Meeting clarified that the uncertainty of the input evaluation will be applied for both the 
assessment of progress towards input ceilings and the fulfilment of implementation of CARTs. 

2.10 The Meeting took note of the position by the Federation of European Aquaculture Producers 
(FEAP) on the extra reductions (document 5-4).  

2.11 The Meeting took note of the position of Germany that the method to reallocate extra 
reduction can be applied for the assessment only when all principles, including principle 8 (c.f. document 5-
2) have been agreed by all Contracting Parties.  

mailto:lms@dce.au.dk
mailto:dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi
mailto:dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi
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2.12 The Meeting also took note that Denmark is not in the position to lift the study reservation 
on principle 8. 

2.13 The Meeting agreed that, due to the positions of Germany and Denmark, reallocation of the 
extra reductions cannot be applied for the final products of the PLC-6 project. In order to enable the PLC-6 
project to finalize the project deliverables, which also includes the CART policy message, the Meeting 
suggested that the PLC-6 Project group will prepare two policy messages, one with and another without 
reallocation of extra reduction, for submission to HOD 53-2017. 

2.14 The Meeting took note of the response by the Danish Minister of Environment and Food on a 
Parliamentary question concerning the state of marine environment in Kattegat (document 5-3) submitted 
by FEAP. 

2.15 The Meeting considered the draft chapter on sources and pathways of nutrient inputs 
(source apportionment) for PLC-6 (document 5-7). 

2.16 The Meeting took note of the position of Germany that the nutrient input values used for 
national MSFD report do not include natural background, which makes them different from what has been 
presented in document 5-7. Germany requested the PLC-6 Project group to provide new figures for the 
source apportionment of German nitrogen and phosphorus inputs, based on data to be re-reported by 
Germany, that are in accordance with the MSFD reporting for inclusion in the chapter on sources and 
pathways of nutrient inputs. 

2.17 The Meeting took note of the position of Germany that evaluation of the natural background 
should be discussed within the PLC-7 project. The Meeting also noted that the evaluation of the natural 
background is a vital part of the assessment, and this is prescribed in the PLC Guidelines agreed by all the 
Contracting Parties, and it allows to evaluate anthropogenic loads. 

2.18 The Meeting endorsed in principle the document for submission to HOD 53-2017 after 
editing and making a layout and agreed on a written procedure for commenting on the results within two 
weeks after the updated version has been circulated.  

2.19 The Meeting considered the draft Summary on the evaluation of effectiveness of measures, 
implemented in the period 1995-2014 and expected effect of measures implemented or planned for 
implementation after 2015 (document 5-5).  

2.20 The Meeting took note that Germany is currently not in the position to quantify the effect of 
future measures and to approve the draft without proper quantification. The Meeting also took note of the 
position of Poland that the graphs reflected mainly availability of quantified information rather than the 
effect of implemented measures. 

2.21 The Meeting took note that Estonia, Lithuania and Russia are ready to report additional 
information on the applied and planned measures and their effects. 

2.22 The Meeting agreed to change the product into a narrative description of the compiled 
information on applied and planned measures with quantification where possible. The Meeting also 
pointed out that compiled information on applied measures can be useful for the countries, as a regional 
compilation of practices to reduce nutrient inputs. The product also may include recommendations how to 
improve national data on planned actions including quantification. 

2.23 The Meeting agreed on the submission of the final product to PRESSURE 8-2018. The 
countries are invited to provide additional information to improve the product quality by 20 December 
2017 to the PLC-6 Project Manager (lms@dce.au.dk), with copy to the Secretariat (dmitry.frank-
kamenetsky@helcom.fi). 
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2.24 The Meeting took note of the presentation by the PLC-6 Project team on the draft chapter on 
the evaluation of the nutrient input to the Baltic Sea by the seven big rivers in the Baltic Sea catchment 
area (document 5-6 and Presentation 2)  

2.25 The Meeting agreed that the document requires minor updates and is then ready for 
submission to HOD 53-2017. In order to finalize the document, the Meeting agreed on the following 
procedures: 

• Area-specific loads, population per catchment and flow-rated concentrations for the seven rivers 
will be added;  

• the Contracting Parties are invited to provide written comments to the document by 3 November 
2017 to the PLC-6 project team (antti.raike@ymparisto.fi), with copy to the Secretariat 
(dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi); 

• the document will be updated by the PLC-6 Project group together with the Secretariat by 
10 November 2017; 

• the updated document will be circulated to the Pressure group contacts for reviewing with tacit 
approval procedure by 17 November 2017. 

2.26 The Meeting took note of document 5-8 providing an overview on the PLC-6 information 
sources, which are planned to be made publicly available. 

2.27 The Meeting decided that data used for the maps and methods of visualisation (e.g. for the 
transboundary rivers) are to be verified by the Contracting Parties. The Meeting invited the Contracting 
Parties to provide comments on the maps, presented in document 5-8, by 20 December 2017 to the 
Secretariat (dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi).  

2.28 The Meeting in principle agreed to open public access to the quality-assured data on 
monitored and unmonitored areas in the PLC-6 database. The Meeting pointed out that the access page of 
the public web service should contain a disclaimer indicating that the assessment dataset has been 
manually corrected, thus it might differ from the data reported by the countries to the database. The 
Meeting also suggested to make a user tool providing aggregated data on the countries’ inputs to sub-
basins.  

2.29 The Meeting considered the draft policy message on implementation of the HELCOM 
nutrient reduction scheme as contained in document 5-9. 

2.30 The Meeting acknowledged that the new scientific data on the input time series since 1994 
substantially differ from previous assessments of nutrient inputs, which includes also values for the 
reference period 1997-2003. Hence reporting against these, the CARTs set by the Ministerial Declaration 
2013 is challenging. 

2.31 The Meeting agreed that the policy message should be focused on the achievement of the 
GES for the Baltic Sea, which is reflected by the national input ceilings.  

2.32 The Meeting agreed on the draft structure of the policy message as prepared by the drafting 
group, contained in Annex 3. 

2.33 The Meeting also agreed on the initial suggestion of the drafting group for supplementary 
document as contained in Annex 4.  

2.34 The Meeting requested the RedCore DG, together with the Secretariat, to elaborate further 
the supplementary report and policy message by 8 November 2017 and circulate it to the Contacts of 
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Pressure group for a commenting round. The comments should be provided to the Secretariat 
(dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi) by 15 November 2017. 

--- 

2.40 The Meeting noted the suggestion of Germany to reflect separately in the scientific report 
the input data on German inputs via Odra River as well as inputs via airborne and waterborne pathways (as 
was already the case in the first scientific background report), since these inputs need to be followed up 
separately due to the fact that they concern different polluters. 

Agenda Item 3  Nutrients recycling and follow-up of HELCOM Recommendation on 
sewage sludge handling 

3.1 The Meeting considered and in principle endorsed the overview on nutrient recycling in the 
Baltic Sea countries (document 6-1). 

3.2 The Meeting also agreed that the latest updates to the overview can be sent to the 
Secretariat (susanna.kaasinen@helcom.fi) by 3 November 2017 to make the updated document available 
for consideration by the HELCOM Agri group at its meeting on 8-9 November 2017. 

3.3 The Meeting took note of the presentation by the Chair of Agri group, Ms. Tarja Haaranen, 
and document 6-2 with background information to support the development of a Ministerial decision on a 
HELCOM nutrient recycling strategy (Presentation 5). 

3.4 The Meeting supported the suggested background document for the regional nutrient 
reduction strategy. 

3.5 The Meeting took note of the position of Germany and EU that the strategy should be 
focused on recycling of nutrients upstream but not on end of pipe solutions (large-scale technical measures 
to remove nutrients from the Baltic Sea). 

3.6 The Meeting also took note of the positions of Lithuania, Sweden and Finland that the 
strategy should reflect opportunities to use nutrients from eutrophic water, which includes small-scale 
measures to remove nutrients e.g. from bays, fjords or lagoons. 

3.7 The Meeting further took note of a suggestion of Sweden to take losses of nutrients from 
aquaculture into account. Sweden also suggested to include into the strategy a section with follow-up 
indicators. 

3.8 The Meeting discussed the draft reporting format for reporting sewage sludge quality for 
HELCOM Recommendation 38/1 as presented by Sweden (document 6-3). 

--- 

3.11 The Meeting took note of the clarification by the Secretariat that the extended reporting 
format was elaborated implementing the decision of PRESSURE 6-2017 to develop a regional palette of 
solutions for recycling of nutrients from sewage sludge. The palette of solutions will serve as a supporting 
material for the elaboration of regional nutrient recycling strategy as well as to follow up its indicators. The 
extended reporting format does not substitute the reporting format enacted by HELCOM Recommendation 
36/1 on sewage sludge handling, but extends it with a number of additional parameters. The results of 
reporting would be further used for a possible update of the reporting format of HELCOM 
Recommendation 36/1. 

--- 
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3.13 The Meeting also agreed that reporting using the extended format will be organized in the 
timeframe established by HELCOM Recommendation 36/1 in 2019, utilizing 2018 data. 

Agenda Item 4  Hazardous substances 

4.1 The Meeting took note of the presentation by the EMEP MSC-W Consultant on the results of 
the assessment of emissions of nitrogen in the region and its deposition on the Baltic Sea water area 
(document 7-5 and Presentations 6, 7 and 8).  

--- 

4.4 The Meeting also pointed out an increasing proportion of nitrogen emissions from 
agriculture and invited the Agri group to address the issue in line with the ongoing process of revision of 
Annex III, Part 2 of the Helsinki Convention. The Meeting also took note of the suggestion of CCB to 
consider updating of HELCOM Recommendation 24/3. 

Agenda Item 9  Follow-up of HELCOM Recommendations: implementation, reporting and 
revision 

9.1 The Meeting took note of the status of the HELCOM Hot Spots (document 9-1) and further 
took note of the following information from the Contracting Parties on the possibilities to remove the 
remaining 44 hot spots in accordance with the 2013 Ministerial commitment: 

- Estonia: A study has been initiated to be able to remove the remaining hot spot. 

- Finland: Since 2012 Finland run the programme for nutrient load reduction in the catchment 
of the Archipelago Sea. However, it is not foreseen that the remaining agriculture hot spot can be removed 
in the near future. 

- Lithuania: Lithuania will look into the remaining agriculture hot spot and will report to 
PRESSURE 8-2018.  

- Poland: Poland will look into the remaining hot spots and will likely be able to report to 
PRESSURE 8-2018. 

- Russia: The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation has 
initiated a study on the possibility to remove the remaining hot spots.  

- Sweden: A lot of mitigation work has been done in the past decades on the remaining hot 
spot (a World Heritage Site). Sweden will be in contact with the Secretariat to see if the site still meets the 
requirements of being a HELCOM hot spot. 
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